Road-Bail Transport
and, as there is a tendency for carbon to be deposited,
efficient compressing and cleaning machinery have to be
implemented. (3) Gas and air have to be mixed together
in correct proportions so that a mixing valve of compli-
cated design is indispensable. (4) Correct proportioning
of suction in the producer to meet varying engine speed
and load conditions also present considerable difficulty.
(5) There is, in addition the practical difficulty in
obtaining good sized crushed charcoal free from impuri-
ties. Lastly, the high cost of machinery necessitated
is a check to its development >and would out-run the
economy of operation They are slow and have a low
accelerating ability. In an age of speed, there docs not
seem to be much scope for this So habituated have we
been to this craze for speed that, as Rosita-Forbes, the
great traveller says, we have been so effiminiscd that we
would rather wait for half an hour at a bus stop than
walk a mile.
The rapid increase in the growth of road motor trans-
port has synchronised with the period of the depression
so that both together have been responsible for a great
reduction in railway earnings. Further comment is
superfluous. The fact is inescapable that the situation is
full of possibilities. The road and the rail are essential
complement to each other; but, as the elements of
dynamite which, though harmless in themselves yet, when
fused together, run into a dangerous compound, when each
starts competing with the other, the results arc not easily
foreseeable. Such then is our quandary. The spectre of
uneconomic competition is not encouraging. The Railways
are a national asset representing a capital investment of
Rs. 754 erores, so that their financial solvency has to be
carefully guarded. Neither should the road-motor be
crushed out of existence. Each has its own sphere of
influence and has its own part to play. The railways,
if they are to maintain their financial solvency, will have
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